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An Outpost on the
Edge of the Amazon
For more than thirty years, there has been a
continuous, effective translation and printing
effort being carried out in the Spanish-speaking
nation of Venezuela. Although it is not the
largest of many such indigenous endeavors that
are presently underway around
the world (for example, the print
shop in Madras, India produces
more than 300,000 sermon
booklets per year), this small
establishment in the city of
Barquisimeto has the distinction
of having been the first such
work established among our
worldwide community of
Message believers. It is also one
of the only efforts that I know of
today that is self-sufficient - that
is, it relies on no funding from
outside the country, and is
entirely supported by the saints
of Venezuela.
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production), for years their economy has been extremely
unstable, and at the present exchange rate, it takes 715
Venezuelan ‘bolivars’ to equal one of our American dollars.
The believers who support the local printing effort are not
wealthy, by any stretch of the imagination, but they willingly
sacrifice to be a part of the spreading of the Gospel. The Lord
has honored their commitment by making their efforts fruitful.
Missionaries are now expanding their outreach into every
corner of the nation with the Message of the Hour, and in
Venezuela, that is no small matter.
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This printing of the Message in Spanish is
the
country's 20,000,000
under the direction of Brother Pedro Naim, who
inhabitants
are concentrated
also pastors two congregations in the northwest
primarily
along
the northern
side of the country, one in the city of Maracaibo
coastal
region,
the
southern
and the other in nearby Cabimas. He, along with
third
of
the
country
Brother Daniel Figueroa, a young man who is an
encompasses some of the
English teacher and a gifted translator, complete
most impenetrable and least
one translated message per month. Sixteen
explored regions of the
thousand copies are then produced at the printing
entire continent. Within this
facility in Barquisimeto, for distribution
area, which is on the edge of
throughout Venezuela and many other countries.
Brother George Smith & Brother Allen Butcher the great Amazon
Many of the books are hand-delivered at monthly
wilderness, is Venezuela's largest state - the Amazonas
pastors meetings, thereby eliminating a large percentage
Territory. Bordered on the east by Colombia, and on the south
of postage costs and other office expenses. It is a simple,
by Brazil, this untamed region is 350,000 square miles of hot,
yet efficient, system that has been streamlined by years of
sparsely populated, humid rain forest and tropical savanna.
experience and cooperation.
More than two-thirds of the inhabitants are isolated tribes of
Even though, statistically, Venezuela is one of the
Indians, each with their own language and customs.
wealthiest nations in Latin America (due to its oil
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The settlement we
visited of believers
from the Jibi tribe
was a twenty-minute
walk from the end of
the road. Young
brothers carried the
generator and video
machine for the
showing of the films.

Brother Isaiah Borjas travels
up and down the Orinoco
during the week, preaching at
the small settlements, and on
Sunday he ministers to his
congregation in Puerto
Ayacucho.

Brother Nelson is a
pastor from the Guajibo
tribe, one of the largest
tribes in Venezuela.

Brother Peter (left), a local pastor, reads the Scripture in
his dialect, while Brother Isaiah looks on. We were able to
find New Testaments printed in three of the dialects spoken
by the believers who live along the river. All of the
pastors, and a few of the people, can read.

Puerto Ayacucho (the capital of the state) lies on the
great Orinoco River, which is a part of the network of
more than 1,100 tributaries that flow into the Amazon
River system. It is the major jumping-off place for
expeditions into the heart of an untamed land, and from
here on, for literally thousands of miles, dugout canoes
are the principal mode of transportation. All along these
navigable waterways, usually in clearings next to the
iver, are small communities that are home to reclusive
ethnic groups. Little is known about many of these
people, beyond a tribal name and approximate locations.
And how many more inhabit the backlands of the rain
orest - land that has remained closed to outsiders until
ecent years - no one can even estimate. Just last month,
another previously unknown tribe was discovered nearby
n Northern Brazil.
The people of the Orinoco basin area are among the
most primitive (and vulnerable) inhabitants on the face of
he earth. Slowly they are being forced out of their
eclusion by encroaching miners, rubber workers, waves
of immigrant farmers, and the general onslaught of
exploration and development. At the same time, they are
being confronted with new languages and strange
customs, as well as being introduced to all the depravity
hat contemporary society has to offer.
But God, who is rich in mercy, has sent a shepherd
among them. Even as the world reaches out to envelop
hem, the Light of the Word is being directed onto their
path, and the predestinated Seed are being brought to
Life.
Brother Isaiah Borjas is both a missionary and a
circuit-riding pastor in this part of his country. In 1978,
at the age of twenty, he became a believer of the
Message, and shortly thereafter began preaching the
Gospel in the central part of Venezuela, where he lived at
hat time and operated a cattle ranch. Occasionally he
would head south for a half-day's journey by car to
minister in the area of Puerto Ayacucho, a city of
ncredible cultural diversity, since it is an important stopoff for everyone who travels the river. In 1996, he felt
he Lord calling him to devote even more of his time
ministering among the reclusive tribes of the Orinoco
basin area. He sold his home and cattle, and with his wife
and children moved south to face the challenges of living
on the very edge of an unknown world.
In the past five years, Brother Isaiah has established
31 Message outposts along the route of the Orinoco
River. Fifteen of these works now have pastors that the
Lord has called from within the different communities,
and each of these brothers is able to speak both Spanish
and his tribal dialect. Brother Isaiah visits them at least
once every two months, taking translated tapes for
everyone, and books for those that can read. He ministers
o the remaining 16 groups regularly by spending every
weekday navigating the dangerous currents in a dugout
canoe, through a gauntlet of whirlpools that often grow to
a diameter of 50 feet or more.
One of the first believers from outside Venezuela to
visit Brother Isaiah was Brother Dan Daisley, pastor of
Bible Tabernacle in North Carolina. In 1999, Brother
Dan, who speaks fluent Spanish, traveled two days up
he Orinoco with Brother Isaiah, stopping at several

communities to minister and have fellowship with the
believers. When he returned, he showed me the video
that he had taken of his trip. It was easy to see that
Brother Isaiah could use some new equipment, and Bible
Tabernacle had already responded to one of the most
vital needs. “Brother Isaiah was having to borrow a
small motor for his canoe,” Brother Dan told me, “so we
immediately decided that we would purchase a new,
more powerful, outboard motor.”
I felt that there were several ways in which we could
be of help as well, with other materials for both Brother
Isaiah and the other pastors. We decided that a good start
would be to provide the films of Brother Branham (and
the means to show them), and to purchase Bibles for
each of the pastors, in the various dialects.
I had planned a trip to Maracaibo for April, in order
to be in services with Brother Peter Naim during Easter.
After talking with Brother Isaiah several times by phone,
I decided to add a few extra days to my itinerary - time
enough to visit him in Puerto Ayacucho for a first hand
look at the work.
Accompanying me was Brother Allen Butcher, a
close friend who attends church with us here in
Tennessee. We made what preparations we thought
would be necessary in order to accompany Brother
Isaiah as he traveled down the Orinoco River. We also
took the films Twentieth Century Prophet and Deep
Calleth to the Deep, that we had promised, plus other
films in Spanish that we thought would be a blessing,
such as Jesus, from the Jesus Film Project, The Life of
Paul, and Martin Luther. Once we reached Venezuela,
we also purchased a video machine, and a generator, to
leave with Brother Isaiah.
But our trip did not proceed exactly as we had
planned. The day after we arrived in Puerto Ayacucho,
the guerrilla fighters in nearby Colombia proceeded to
blow up an oil pipeline and take several hostages (one of
the typical acts of terrorism that we are constantly
reading about in the newspapers here at home). The US
State department responded by prohibiting all travel for
American citizens into Colombia. Since our planned
river route would take us well into the restricted areas,
we were faced with a dilemma. Should we throw caution
to the winds, ignore the restriction, and proceed up the
river?
I spoke with the local brothers regarding our
situation, and asked their advice. Their primary concern
was the fact that the guerrillas watch the river very
closely, especially immediately following a major strike
by their forces. The fact that Brother Allen and I both
stood out as foreigners would immediately make us
prime targets for snipers or kidnappers.
Conversely, Brother Allen and I realized that just by
being with us, the local brethren would attract
unnecessary attention, an association that could even
affect their future travel on the river as well. They would
all be safer if it was not made obvious that they have
American friends. And with that in mind, we decided to
confine our trip to only the three churches nearest Puerto
Ayacucho, which were accessible by car and on foot.
…continued on page 4

Most of the settlements
range in size from 30 to
100 people, on one to five
acres of cleared land.
The people live like their
ancestors, fish in the
river, are excellent
hunters with longbow
and arrow, and grow
their food in small
patches they clear in the
jungle.
A few cane poles lashed
together with strips of
bark provide seating at
Brother Nelson’s church.

Learning about an
unknown culture
almost always begins
with table manners.
At one pastor’s home,
we were served
crocodile. At
another, we snacked
on large black ants
that, surprisingly,
tasted like menthol
cough drops.

There is nothing frivolous about life along the river.
Generally, hammocks are the only ‘furniture’ to be found in
the thatch-covered dwellings, and they are used for sleeping
and for sitting.

A Good Report

At present, Brother Isaiah has a limited number of tapes, which
he circulates among the pastors. We Plan to expand the size of
his library significantly.

As we were preparing this newsletter, I
spoke with Brother Isaiah, and he had this to
say:
“At one of the churches that I visit nearly
every week, there is a sister who faithfully
walks several miles from her home to attend
the service. The community where she lives is
inland, away from the river, and she has been
saying to me for some time, ‘When are you
going to come and have a service like this for
my people?’ Finally, last week I did, and after
only one service, 12 people were baptized in
the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. She
obviously has been a good witness and a good

Continued…

Along the way, Brother Allen took
extensive video and kept a daily journal,
and some of his pictures accompany this
article. However, for a more complete
report, including excerpts from Brother
Allen's journal, many more photographs,
and even a video clip showing one of the
services, visit our web site at
www.onlybelieve.com.
One of the commitments we have
made towards the work in Amazonas is to
substantially increase the size of Brother
Isaiah's tape lending library over the next
few months. And along with the tapes, we
will make sure there are a sufficient
number of solar powered recorders to
insure that no Message outpost will be
without access to the Voice of God for our
day.
Brother Isaiah has shown us all what
one man with not much more than a
calling and a canoe can accomplish for the
Kingdom. What tremendous victories can
be ours when God leads the way. ❑
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testimony among her family and friends, for
her life has certainly made a difference in her
community.”
He also reports that the films and
equipment, which we left with him, are in
constant use and have already been a
tremendous blessing to the believers all along
the Orinoco. The films have been shown at all
31 outposts along river. Even in those places
where the people do not understand all the
words, they get a deeper understanding of the
Scripture, a better over-all perspective of the
working of the Holy Spirit among His people,
and a visual affirmation of what God has done
in our day. ❑

